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The Mulberry Primary School 
Curriculum Policy 

 
The curriculum consists of specific units which last for a half term.  Across each school year, a child will experience 
their Science, Computing, Art, Design & Technology, Geography and History lessons through their curriculum units.  
Additionally, all efforts are made to explicitly link English.  By planning and using the curriculum, we have ensured 
that there is progression across the school in all the Foundation subjects and all objectives are covered, curriculum 
maps can be found on the Google Drive  under Curriculum Areas / Maps and Intent and the school’s website. 
 
Curriculum Policy: 
At The Mulberry Primary School we believe that our curriculum should be broad, balanced and relevant and meet 
the needs of all children whatever their ability.  Our curriculum also serves the important purpose of motivating 
and engaging children with their learning and building skills that will remain relevant into adulthood. 
 
The taught curriculum is comprised of The National Curriculum and the wider curriculum.  By adopting the 
curriculum, we have ensured that the children have a range of relevant learning experiences that challenge, 
stimulate and promote thinking and learning.  The curriculum meets statutory requirements. 
 
Aims 
The aims of our curriculum are to: 
 

 promote high standards in Reading, Writing and Maths; 

 allow children to develop a knowledge of themselves in time and space; 

 enable children to acquire knowledge and skills in all subjects; 

 enable children to be confident in the use of ICT in a broad range of contexts; 

 promote spiritual development; 

 promote physical and mental development and an awareness of the importance of a healthy 
lifestyle; 

 enable children to be aware of the importance of and participate in the arts and related cultural 
themes; 

 enable pupils to develop moral sensibility through carefully taught values; 

 develop the personal and social skills of each child; 

 provide equality of access and the opportunity for all pupils to make progress; 

 prepare pupils for the opportunities, responsibilities and experience of adult life. 
 

Curriculum Intent 
 

The main purpose of the curriculum is to ensure children think in more powerful ways.  Building long term memory 
makes the short term memory more powerful.  That is why curriculum matters. 

Dylan Williams 
 
At The Mulberry Primary School the key driver for our curriculum is possibilities, we aim to provide rich learning 
opportunities that lift children out of their own experiences and expose them to a range of possibilities for their 
future. 
 
The curriculum links to our community and local history wherever possible whilst also giving children a global view 
and the chance to celebrate the diverse heritage in our school.  Our fundamental aim is to create independent, 
ambitious learners who understand the possibilities ahead of them and what it takes to achieve. 
 
The Mulberry curriculum is ambitious, knowledge rich and carefully constructed to meet the needs of our children.  
Reading is at the heart of our curriculum and underpins everything we do, because we know it guarantees our 
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children leave with the best possible start.  We teach ambitious vocabulary throughout all subjects and use 
structured talk stems to develop their language skills alongside powerful knowledge acquisition. 
 
Children are taught using the Talk for Writing approach.  This focuses on the importance of: talk and oral rehearsal; 
the acquisition of basic skills - spelling, punctuation, grammar and handwriting; regular and meaningful target 
setting; high expectations; giving writing a purpose and making it fun. 
 
The Talk for Writing process consists of the following steps: 
 
• A cold task to assess what the children already know. 
• Identifying some grammar foci for the unit as a result of the cold task AfL 
• A creative hook to engage and excite the pupils. 
• Imitation phase: oral rehearsal, model text, key words and sentence grammar. 
• Reading as a reader: SATs style comprehension questions, role play, drama. 
• Reading as a writer: text marking grammatical conventions and devices, supplementary texts. 
• Co-construction of the toolkit: what does the writer do to create… and how… 
• Boxing up the plot structure. 
• Innovation: planning their own version. 
• Short burst writing to rehearse key skills. 
• Daily drafting. 
• Targeted daily teaching: teacher, peer and self-assessment, guided writing. 
• Mini writes to apply new skills. 
• A hot task to publish a final piece 
 
In addition to daily English, writing is taught across the curriculum.  Cross curricular writing forms part of the wider 
the curriculum and is supported through the use of artefacts, visits, stories, role play and games. 
 
Spelling and Grammar : 
In all years, children receive at least twenty minutes daily basic skills covering phonics, spelling patterns and 
handwriting. 
 
In Years 1-4, children learn to write from memory simple sentences dictated by the teacher. 
 
In Years 5 and 6, children are taught etymology during English lessons linked to history. 
 
We use a school spelling map linked to letters and sounds.  All spelling plans fulfil National Curriculum requirements 
and teaching expectations.  For the whole school map showing coverage of sounds and word families taught by 
year group, see the Google Drive. 
 
The electronic resources in Primary Spelling contain the following: 

 word family wordlists showing the word family in red letters 

 audio for children to hear each word – touch each word on screen to hear it 

 example sentences with words that can be hidden or shown – with audio 

 dictation assessments that record results electronically for each child 

 an on-line assessment tool to monitor progress and identify gaps in knowledge 
  
When learning spellings, children should be taught to: 

 Listen to words 

 Say words 

 See words 

 Write words 

 Understand the meaning of words 
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All pupils are set additional SPAG homework using SPAG.com 

 User Name : the-mulberry-1 

 Password : ts3nmns3 
 
Words are presented in a structured way so that knowledge of the phonic and letter pattern is learnt. Therefore, 
word families form the basis of the teaching of Primary Spelling, even beyond Key Stage 1. 
 
Before teaching, teachers check: 

 that the sound / letter relationship of all letters of the alphabet has been acquired 

  which consonant digraphs have been taught - and the sounds they represent 

  which vowel digraphs have been taught - and the sounds they represent 
 

Teaching method: 

 Show the word family wordlist – words are always shown in alphabetical order 

 Point out the word family shown in red letters in each word 

 Say the sound the red letters represent and ask the children to repeat it several times 

 Children should listen to each word and repeat it aloud 

 Ensure that children understand the meaning of each word being learnt 

 Ask the children to work in pairs to try and put each word into a sentence 

 Show example sentences that contain some of the words 

 Give the children word lists to look at (photocopiable resource) 

 Working in pairs, children should take turns to say a word and spell it out loud 

 Discuss the teaching points - concepts learnt previously and any new learning 

 Children should take the word list home to learn 

 Dictation sentences should be given a week later 

 Read out each word, read a sentence with the word in it, then say the word again 
 
Children may need to learn different word families in different books, based on prior learning, ability or stage of 
English language learning.  
 
In addition to the weekly spellings given to children to learn at home, each term children will learn the statutory 
word list for their phase, ready for an end of term spelling competition.  The statutory word lists for Years 3-4 and 
Years 5-6 can be found on the Google Drive. 
 
Handwriting: 
All children learn the continuous, cursive handwriting script.  In the Early Years, this takes part in the form of making 
patterns in sand, paint with the font modelled in Sasoon Penpals font, crayons and markers.  From Year 1, children 
use handwriting books to practise continuous patterns and letter strings in words.  From Year 2 onwards, children 
are expected to write in continuous, cursive script at all times.   
 
The Penpals handwriting scheme is used to support handwriting in all year groups.   
 

Writing should always be modelled clearly 
 
Children must self evaluate / reflect / assess all of their work using correct symbols and in green pen. 
 
Writing and SPAG is assessed through the milestones - Please refer to during planning. 
 
Targets are also set using the milestones and work during guided group sessions are based on these targets. 
 
You should work with a different guided group each day of the week. 
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Reading at The Mulberry Primary School 
 
READING LESSONS  
 
Phonics  
 
At The Mulberry Primary School, we follow an adapted version of the ‘Letters and Sounds’ programme of systematic 
synthetic phonics.  All plans have been created following the progression as outlined in the Letters and Sounds 
document, and are stored centrally alongside any resources which are needed in addition to the phase 2-5 
grapheme flashcards and tricky words cards.  In EYFS and Year 1, Jolly Phonics stories and songs are used to teach 
phonemes in order to bring the learning alive and engage younger pupils in a fun and lively way.  In Nursery from 
Autumn 2, phase 1 will be taught each week as a group session with opportunities throughout the week to practise 
and consolidate new skills and knowledge.  In Reception, daily phonics lessons start early in the first Autumn half 
term.  Pupils are taught phase 2 knowledge and skills first before progressing into phase 3 in the Spring term and 
phase 4 by the end of the Summer term.  Aspects of phase 1 will continue throughout the Reception year. In Year 
1 phonics will continue to be taught in daily streamed lessons with the expectation being that all pupils will be 
secure in phase 5 by the end of the year.  Pupils will continue to receive 4 times weekly phonics lessons in Year 2 
until they are secure in using their skills for reading and writing.  It is expected that all children working below age 
related expectations for phonics will receive an additional phonics intervention.  
 
Daily Supported Reading (DSR) 
 
In KS1, the Daily Supported Reading Programme is a classroom programme that helps to develop all children’s 
reading fluency.  It helps children make accelerated progress by working with trained adults in small groups 
matched to their independent reading levels.  In the Spring term, small groups of pupils from Reception will begin 
these daily DSR reading lessons. 
 
Destination Reader (DR) 
 
In Year 2 and KS2, Destination Reader is our approach to teaching reading once pupils are reading gold band or 
higher.  Children deepen their understanding of the texts they read through the systematic learning and application 
of a series of reading strategies and language stems.  
 
Teachers plan DR lessons weekly according to the texts, skills and learning behaviours on the Mulberry Reading 
Map, using the DR lesson template.  Each week consists of five 45-minute lessons.  The first four lessons are DR 
Reading Lessons and the fifth lesson is a Big Picture Lesson (weekly written comprehension).  
 
DR Reading Lessons – each lesson consists of three parts: 

 Teacher model (whole class, 15 minutes) 
o Teacher models a reading strategy. 
o Children practise the strategy in mixed-attainment pairs.  

 Independent reading (25 minutes)  
o Children read in partners or independently, practising the strategy where possible. 
o Children read the text the class has been taught for the first two lessons and banded books for the latter 

two lessons.  Teachers should prioritise reading with children below ARE during the latter two days when 
they are reading at an instructional level.  

o Teachers read with 4-5 pupils, recording a note of the child’s reading fluency and comprehension on the 
tracker sheet in the back of the orange DR Reading Album, including any feedback given.  

 Plenary (5 minutes)  
o Celebrate effective use of strategies. 
o Complete a selfie for two of the lessons every week (see below.) 
o Children evaluate their use of the learning behaviours. 
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Selfies are short questions prepared to be stuck into the DR Reading Albums used to check retrieval of key 
information, assess children’s written application of skills and/or clarify vocabulary or understanding.  Selfies should 
be short questions, accessible to all learners, which allow children to practise different question formats, as well as 
including a challenge question to push high-attaining learners.  
 
Big Picture Lessons (weekly written comprehension) 
A Big Picture is a written comprehension of a text, either the text the children have been reading that week or an 
unseen text, where specific written comprehension skills are modelled, practised, applied and reviewed.  Big 
Pictures are answered in the DR Reading Albums.  
 
Class Story 
 
Teacher chooses a book to read to the class so that children have the opportunity to listen to stories being read 
aloud as well as building up their own reading mileage during reading lessons and home reading.  A poster indicating 
the book the class are reading should be displayed on the classroom door and kept up to date as the class stories 
are completed.  
 
HOME READING  
 
In Reception and KS1, children should have two books in their book bags that should be changed at least weekly – 
a decodable book at their phonetic level and a free choice book. 
 
In KS2, children take out up to 2 books from the library at any one time.  Children select the book based on the AR 
level which is decided by their Star Reader test result (see below).  Children should be encouraged to read a range 
of genres and authors.  Teachers take their classes to the library according to the library timetable.  
 
Star Reader tests 
 
Star Reader tests give the AR book level that children need to take books from the library that are at the correct 
level for the child to make progress reading.  Star Reader tests are taken in class during one prearranged DR 
independent reading session, once at the beginning of term in September and at the end of every half term 
thereafter, ensuring children have the correct level book for the holiday breaks.  
 
Accelerated Reader  
 
Children should complete Accelerated Reader quizzes on the books they have read as this will indicate how well 
they have understood the texts they are reading.  
 
Home-reading monitoring  
 
In KS1 and Years 3 and 4, home reading is monitored with a reading record.  Parents must sign that they have read 
with their child daily and the teacher must sign weekly.  
 
In Years 5 and 6, home reading is monitored with the Home Reading tracker kept in the reading album.  After taking 
out a book from the library, children add the book to the tracker.  When teachers read with a child, they should 
look at the tracker, ask the child about their home reading and ensure that the child is finishing books and 
completing quizzes on them regularly.   
 
Year Group Reading Challenges  
 
Years 2 – 6 have the Mulberry Reading Challenge where children are encouraged to read a selection of books by 
the end of the year.  Some of these books will be read in class, whereas children will need to borrow others from 
the library and read at home.  
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LEARNING ENVIRONMENT  
 
Reading Wall  
 
Every class should have a Reading Wall with the following on it:  
 
Current book  
The reading wall should have a picture of the current class story, information about the author, key themes and 
genre information and any background information about the book.  
 
Skills and Strategy information 
The reading wall should have the focus reading strategy with the relevant stems, the focus learning behaviour, 
vocabulary to support understanding of the text and Big Picture strategies.  
 
Breadth of Reading 
The reading wall should celebrate reading in the class with books that they have read previously as a class and over 
the year, book recommendations, comments about books and books by favourite authors.  
 

 
 
 
Book Corners  
 
Book corners should…  

 … be attractive and inviting. 

 … include a range of age-appropriate genres clearly labelled. 

 … be accessible – children should be able to see and access the books easily (if there are too many books, 
it can be difficult for children to see which books are available.) 

 … be kept neat and tidy (delegate this to children where feasible so that they are taking responsibility for 
the learning environment and become familiar with the book corner.) 
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Example book corner  
 
 

Maths at The Mulberry Primary School 
 
Arithmetic Sessions 
Across the school, students start each day with a 10 - 15 minute arithmetic session. During the session, pupils are 
given calculations based around a specific skill. The teacher will then model the method for solving each question 
for pupils to self-assess/peer assess. 
 
The calculations have been designed by the Maths lead within the school and are age appropriate, progressive 
throughout the week and continue to develop throughout each term. 
 
Maths Sessions  
Each session consists of 6 parts: 

 Power Up (5 minutes) 

 Discover (5 minutes) 

 Share (15 minutes) 

 Think Together (15 minutes) 

 Practice (20 minutes) 

 Challenge (completed within practice time) 

Power up – this is an opportunity to revisit previous learning. The activity will be a skill that pupils have already 
learnt. The activity can either be displayed on the interactive whiteboard or printed for students to write on. 
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Discover – an image is shared on the screen and will show maths within a context (for example a florist selling 
flowers.) This is an opportunity for the teacher to discuss maths in real life situations and use story telling techniques 
to explain the maths taking place in the image. 
 
Share – the teacher will pose the pupils with maths questions based on the Discover image. Pupils are to use 
individual white boards and pens to answer the questions so that the teacher can assess their learning and give real 
time feedback. The teacher will then model the working out for each question and address misconceptions 
accordingly. This is a great opportunity to use concrete resources to explore mathematics.  
 
Think Together – during this part of the session the teacher explores the key skill of the lesson. Initially, the teacher 
answers the first question using the think aloud technique. The teacher will model the learning either using concrete 
resources on the visualiser or recording their working-out on flip chart paper. This is an opportunity for the teacher 
to set the expectations for layout and presentation within exercise books. The pupils will then attempt the next 
question using individual whiteboards and pens. This, once again, will give teachers the opportunity to assess 
learning and give real time feedback. 
 
Practice – students are then given questions which relate to the skills taught during the Think Together phase of 
teaching. During this time the teacher should work with the students they identified during the assessment of the 
Share and Think Together stage. 
 
Challenge – at the end of the session pupils are posed with a challenge question which extends their understanding 
of the concept taught in the lesson. Teachers should take this opportunity to unpick higher level thinking and 
encourage the pupils to explain their reasoning using subject specific vocabulary and sentence stems. 
 
Maths at Home 

 In KS1, students should access Numbots outside of school to help support their basic understanding of 

number. 

 In KS2, students should continue to access Numbots as well as Times Table Rock Stars to help develop their 

understanding of multiplication and corresponding division facts. 

 Currently, Mathletics is used to set homework for students. The homework set is shared on the weekly 

timetable on J2e. Homework is a consolidation of what has been taught throughout the week and gives 

pupils an opportunity to reinforce their learning. 

 


